
TIPS TO MAKE PATENT SEARCHING A BREEZE! 
bob.newman@wizpatnet.com 
  
1) Empower your patent due diligence with PAIR - PAIR is the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval system that displays information regarding issued or published 
patent application status. You can get information about this patent unavailable elsewhere 
including the examiner's feedback.   (http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair) 
  
2) Exploit the Examiner's reports - Interested to know of a patent or a publication is 
worth licensing? Use the "Image File Wrapper" in the PAIR to study the arguments 
between the examiner and the inventor. You'll know immediately if it's worth licensing! 
  
3) Let the Examiner be your Friend -  Found a patent similar to yours? Use the examiner's 
search report in the "Image File Wrapper" in PAIR to check out all prior art. It's faster 
and cheaper if you can anticipate possible arguments from the examiner. 
  
4) Need to find old patents? - Google Patents lets you search for old patents easily using 
keywords like inventors' names. Much more convenient than searching only via patent 
number or title in USPTO. 
 


